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MISS DAVIS NAMES
BECKER AS PLOTTER

Attack on Her Administration
Is Made by Prisoners
in Tombs.

SHE CONDUCTS AN INQUIRY

Favors From Tammany Motive
for Doctored Petition, De-
clares Confessed Writer.

Charles Becker, besides being on trial
for his life, In accused of being a leader
in a plot of Tomba prisoners to dis-
crefit Mayor Mitchel by attacking the
administration of Miss Katharine B,
Davis, Commissioner of Correction, with
the hope of pleasing “Fourteenth Street”
and thereby winning the approval of Gov.
Glynn and Attorney-General Carmody and
getting favors If Hecker needs them.

This singular charge was made public
by Miss Davis yesterday after a long
examination of prisoners In the Tombs
as to responsibility for an abusive petl-
tion signed by 31% of the 63156 prisoners
which she received in the mail Wednesday.

ft 's alleged that the prisoners were
tricked Into signing their names by the
circulation, at the request of Becker and
others, of i respecifully worded request
that Miss Davis rescind her rule which
prohibits inmates from receiving food
and other supplies from outside the prison
and gives the exciusive sales privilege
to the Tombs caterer. When the names
were obtalned, according to the testi-
mony of prisoners, the innocent petition,
with the signatures of Becker and the
other conspirators, was thrown away anfd
the abusive petition substituted.

Privileges Taken Away.

| assured a reporter for Tue Suw that

BECKER WILL TAKE
STAND HIMSELF

Continued from First Page

under investigation for contempt aston-
{shied the lawyers In the case.

It appears, however, that afMdavits
have been offered to the District Attor-
ney reciting that when Mr. Cockran wus
leaving the Criminal Courts Bullding on
Wednesday he pauscd long enough to
remark, with a gesture, that he was
through with the Becker case because
it was “assassination.” Mr. Cockran

he had made no such comment and that
he had confined himeelf to his statement
in court that Mr. Whitman’s act in glv-
Ing out the Dresner statement was the
act of an assassin,

The Investigation, with or without the
cognizance of Justice Seabury, who de-
clined to dlscuss the matter at all, wa
under way last night. Its purpose ap-
parently was not to hale Mr, Cockran!
before the court for contempt but to ob-
tain material for the record which would /|
countercheck Mr. Cockran's torrid
charges that an unfair atmosphere was
being created by Mr. Whitman.

Mr. Cockran can hardly retire for-
mally from the Becker case because he
was never formally In it. Mr. Manton
Is Hecker's counsel of record and he
called and may call again upon the re-
verberating eloquence of the head of the !
firm of Cockran & Manton. That is to|
say, Mr. Cockran Is likely to make the|
opening address to the jury and is prac- |
tically certain to make the closing appeal.

There Is not the slightest truth in ru-
mors whioch were circulated yvalorduy
that counsel for Becker will put in nnl
defence. Mr. Manton and his associates |
have prepared a stronger case, they be-
leve, than was presented for their cllent |
on his former trial. They intend to fight |
every step of the way, and they have
witnesses, newcomers, who are depended
upon to smuther Jack Rose's lmnxlm.:*
narration.

Jury Material Gives Out, |

This petition, which Philip Musica says
he wrote with Becker's fountain pen and
Becker corrected, was sent outside the
prison, typewritten and malled to Miss
Davis, & copy going to Warden Hanley. |
Five other prisoners, according to Miss |
Davis, sald they saw Musica and Becker
preparing this petition on Tuesday near
Musica's o¢ll In the corridor of the first

'l'ho immediate result was an order from
Miss Davis depriving Becker and the
other alleged conspirators of their privi-
leges. Becker cannot see his wife and
may confer with his lawyers only in a|
cell. The prisoners on each side of him
have been transferred, leaving him  iso- |
laged. Musica, who is awaiting an appeal
of his conviction for swindlinig banks out
of $1,000,000 by false invoices on human |
halr Importations, was shifted from the|
first tier to the fourth, where, says Miss
Davis, “he will no longer be able to con-
fer with his confederates.”

This restriction of Becker's liberties ap-
plies only to the Tombs. As soon as Dis-
triet Attorney Whitman heard of it he
designated a room in the Criminal Courts
Building, where the ex-Lieutenant may
talk to his wite and counsel as much as
is necessary in the course of the trial. |

When Becker was told yesterday of
Miss Davis's accusation he sald: **There's
absolutely nothing in it. I can’'t help
what Miss Davis sayvs. 1 can't stop her.”
Mra Becker added: *“It's a damnable |

tie and the purpose of it is apparent to |

anybody not a fool"

A typewritten letter gigned
Prisoners’ accompanying the copy of the |
petition which Warden Hanley received
was more threatening than the petition
ftself, or the note which Miss Davis re-
celved with it. Part of it was:

This is only the beginning, and If
she doea not change her tactics within
three days she {8 going to be shown
in every paper In New York what a

| NOON was yet young becaus:
| ran out of Jjury material.

| reasons Juror No. 2 is excused,

“Tombs |

As on the first day Justice Seabury was
obliged to adjourn court while the after- |
the |-t“’IPrl!
Oor 100 men'!
called in the second section of the special
panel eighty-one answered to their names
and from these only two jurors gualified
These were Dwight W. Custer of 700
‘West 180th street, formerly a printer and
now an inventor; a man of L8, spare of
figure and with a pleasant, agreeable face,
and Ambrose V. Farleye of (27 West
I86th sireet, a broker's clerk, youthful
and obviously Intelligent.

Had it not been necessary to excuse
Juror No. 2, Willlam B Dalton, an ad-

vertising manager of 125 West 138th
streel, there would have been seven jurors
in the box ult the close of the second
day and thers would have been reasonable
expectation of filling the box by to-night
or to-morrow at noon. But Mr. Dalton,
submitting satisfactory reasons to the
court, was dismissed, and his departure
left only the first row of the jury com-
plete. In excusing Mr. Dalton Justice
Seabury said:

“At his own request and for personal
This ae-
tion in no way reneﬂl upon his charas u-r.
or his integrity.”

The fine progress in jury making nr
the first day of the trial was nullified lw.
the laggardliness of yesterday, a situa-
tion brought about by tHe persistent, |
| monotonous (teration and relteration of'
| “I have opinlons about thls case too|
strong to be overturned by the evidence. ‘

|

' There were times when Justice Seahury,
the most patient of men, frowned n seem-
ing disgust. Men of obviously good thar-
acter and keen Intelligence balked so
frankly at jury duty In this murder case
that they could hardly walt for counsel's
questions to disqualify themselves.

This avoidance of publle service huliw
cates that it will take the remainder of !
the week to fill the jury box and that
the presentation of evidence cannot be
begun until Monday. The third section of
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May 16, 10 A.M. | May 26, 10 A. M.
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e r:&nsnvmu..... ‘May 14, 3 P. M.
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Steamers leave from foot of 33rd Street, South Brookiyn.
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Land of the Midnight Sun

Scotland, Orkney, and Faroe
lceland, Spitzbergen, North Cape,
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14 to 26 DAYS - $62.50 up
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gives Information, plans tours, -
road and llnunllp't'lrlen to .3’.‘.'.'."."-."12.
World reached by regular transportation lne,
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PHONE 1900 RECTOR.

ESTABLISH E.D IN

MARRIAGE LAW MAY Bﬂ

AID T0 WHITE SLAVERS,

iirls Thought Dupes of 2000'

Deputy City Clerk Sculley,
‘of the Marringe License Bureau In Brouk-
yn,

bal

coun u-d for,
lated yesterday, and Mr. 8

Unused Licenses in
Brooklyn.

in charge

is worried because his books won't
ince, There are 2,000 licenses unac-
according to flgures tabu-
culley is won.

{dering whether to attribute the discrep-

faker she is. The facts, figures and the special panel will be In court this ancy to the fickleness of women or the
details are in the hands of eminent | morning at 10.30 o'clock, but an entirely | rascality of men.

counsel, and it is a matter that the | paw panel of 100 has been requestod from That many of thess non-returns Indi-
Governor himseif will take a hand in | the Jury Commissioners and it will appear | oqte elreumstances more unpleasant than
if necessary. 3 P M. to-day, so as to guard against Ca . )

We are out for Miss Davis and will L"':“ ptillﬂlbh:‘t\ “')exh.u“m‘ the morning's | bilip ..hd romances !s revealed by the of-
get her if money and brains can do | 3gp, fleinl record, In 1813, for instance, nearly
ft, unless she makes good. Her ldeas | 1n the former trial 187 talesmen \lure[ﬂﬂfl licenses were obtained through per-
may be good up at Bedford or in examined before the jury was complete, Jury and ail trace of the couples was lost
John D. Rockefeller's Sunday school In this trial 155 have already been run|While 277 couples dropped out of sight
elass, but not here through the legal mill and the jury is only | last year after securing licenses illegally

John T. Carmody, and in 177 cases no marringes followed.

Miss Davis described
outside food and sup-
plies as “cruel, inhuman, unjust and 1l-
legal and only a subterfuge to legnlize
a vast system of graft by and with the
consent of the Correction Department.”

All the documents were on legal fool-
seap and obviously written or dictated
by one used to Juwyer's phrases,

The petition to
the rule ugainst

Mine Davis Visits Tomhba,

When Miss Davis read them she went
straight to the Tombs with Deputy Com-
missioner Lewls and L. B. Bland of the
Commissioner of Accounts office, She mald
she recognized the right of free petition,
but it must be respectful. At first she
supposed the petition was genuine, but |

one of tha firet prisoners she talked to
told her it was not.

“The one 1 eigned,” he said, *con-
sisted of four or five handwritten lines
respectfully asking you to rescind the
new regulations.'

*Whose name was first on the list?”
Miss Davis asked,

“Recker's.” sald the prisoner From
other prisoners she learned that other
names near the top were those of Philip
Musica, John N. Anhut, the Thaw lawyer

who got into trouble: Burton (i hson,
the lawyver nccuscd of killing Mrs Szabo,
and Paper Collur Stewart, the wire.
tapper. None of thes: ws was on the
petition sent to Miss Davis

A prisoner told her that after the names
were signed the first sheet was removed
and a fiftcen page petition written in |
ink was substituted. He sald the writing

Tive
nan

was done with Anhut’'s fountain pen. The |
investigators went to Anhut's cell and
asked If he had a fountaln pen. He said

“[ have one here,

Tdeut. Beecker” =So Miss Davis passed |
on to Becker's cell nnid showed hiim the
pen.

“Jg thie yours® ' she asked

Becker looked
#ald “Yes" He
question,

The examination of prisoners that fol-
lowed lasted until o vesterday
morning. It was said that Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Fmbree was present, as
well as Miss Davis and her assistants

“Finally,” Miss Davig sabd (n telling the
story vesteribay, “Musica confessed that
he wrate the substituted petition with
Becker's pen and that Becker helped him
to correct it

Migs Davis sald she remarked to Musica
that it seemed incredible that Becker
should he mixed up in such a thing, and
that Musica roplles

at the pen
secmed surprised by the

o'vlock

“Aise Davis, this thing s far bigger
than you It leads up to Fourteenth
Bireel e wanted to cur favor with
the Governor and the Attorney-Gieneral
and thonght a good way to do it would he
1o digcr :!t the Mitchel administration
There i o by 1 il over the city to
Aiworcdit the adiminisiration to get hold
of pomethinge that will o {

He gald the petition was passed around

ey twao negro runners, with Becker's foun-
tn e Mivg Davis nshed Musica how
the jwetition (Y of the prison to Lin
Tty writte gl miniled

N | vt ] aurl Moo hep's cotnse]
1 1 Mu Lous replying

p 'K « matter publi Misn
1 4l pighe. 1 am Iy try

b [ " ) i They

‘ N eous virgea bofore Lhe
b [}

kut | boarrowsd it from |

and cheerfully |

half complete A repres
pentative of the jury commissioners, was
in court yesterday listening attentively to
the excuses put forward by talesmen,
Places on the special panel are cagerly |
sought, as they insure talesmen I'.wrr{
summonses for jury duty than is the case
with men on the ordinary jury lists,

Before Justice Seabury took his place
on the bench vesterday Pecker and his
wife held a long whispered conference,
Mrs. Becker is taking a more direct part
in the present trial than she assumed In
the former one. 1f she doesn't like the
appearance of a talesman she says ®o
quickly and emphatically, and her hus-
band's lawvers have yel to accept a man
|#he doesn’'t approve. Becker  himself
leaves the business pretty much to his
counsel. Occasionally he leans to one alde
in his ponderous composed way and asks
'a question or mukes & comment.

The first talesman examined yesterlay
a broker of 14 Wall
and then

was Edgar 8. Baruch,
gtreet, He was excused quickly,

All of which leads Clerk Sculley to sus-

pec
no

law

Iny
AT

t that instead of protecting the in-
wnt and the ignorant the marriage
is being used by “white slavera” to
elgla unsuspecting women into alli-

¢s that have no legal standing. The

red tape inclidental to securing the license
frequently passes with the ignorant for

bona fide marriage ceremony, he be-

lieves,
The fallure to make returns is attrib-

ute

d in a measure to this lllusion regard-

Ing the ceremony of securing the license.

Otherwlse

the clergyman, Alderman or

Magistrate performing the real ceremony

wo

In many

uld return the license to the bureau.
Instances, however, It seems

that hoth parties are parties to the fraud,

Eivi
wh

turns are
renschn g

ng addresses found to be fictitious
en the police investigate.
made on fallure to marry the

ven run from the tragic to the

ridiculous. Here are some of them:
“The licenss wias destroyed on discov.
ery that the groom had been In Jail” |

there was & long procession of talesmen  ©1 do not think this llcense will be used,

who insisted solemnly that they were
consclentious convictions against the death
| penalty

|
to Read,
Custer was examined |
he told counsel that he had been so busy
with his Inventions that he hadn't
time to read much about the Becker case

Inveutor Too llusy
When Dwight W

That struck everybudy as so reasonable ) yeir-old boy.

two lue the groom I8
! prejudiced for jury duty or that they had [ “We

I
| ma
ric

vn trial for murder"

have changed our mind”; *1 find
am too young”: *1 don't want to be
pried no more” ;. "My bride was mar-
| before and he is still living"

Where re. |

Lne of the cases in which the p-erunrl

|h|~

Jur
fri

had | widow

cul

out of the per-
a favor for a
bureau with a

Lieen arrested grew
er's willingness to do
nd, e went to the

ed a leense in the name of an eighteen-
The boy married the widow,

| and truthful that he was accepted as a | His father learned of it and taxed Mr.

Juro:

There was another tedious interval bhe-
| fore Mr. Farleye qualified, and there was
some surprise when he wis epted, be-

of Richard . Baxter, one of the wit
nesses who will be called by the District At-
| torney 1t has been the policy of both |
gldes to reject talesmen who admitted even
L wequaintancs  with  persons  figuring  in
I the case

The firat step of the afternoon was the
elimination of Mr. Dalton, Juror No. 2,
IT'he first talesman called was Martin Boyl-
[ ston of 609 Third avenue.

“What s your business, Mr. Boylston?"
| asked the District Attorney.
| 1 am an undertaker,” sald the tales-
man
| Hecker grinned behind his hand and Mr,
Boylston was led firmly but gently from
| the witness char

Charles Die Kay of 15 Gramerey Park,
a writer, said that he was acquainted with
| Bourke Cockran, Ihinelunder Waldo,
Willinm Travers Jerome, and was anbout
| to add to the list when the District At-
| torney's right thumb swept upward In
Just the sort of a gesture an umplre makes
when he ealls 4 runner out,

At 3:30 the scct.on was used up and
Justice Seabury sent the Jjurers to the
Munray Hill Hotel with the customary
adiponition not to discuss the case

1t became Known yesterday that one of
the most bportant new witnesses for the
people will be James Marchall, an wetor,
I who I8 prepared 1o testify that he saw
‘ Fose and Becker conferring ot o time nod
1 plivee specitied by ose when ose testitied
at the former trial Murshal! and other
W witnesses  propducing arraborative
| polnts may eliminate Bum Schepps as un
fmportant factor The matter is worry ng
' Mr Schepps, wha hos bought o lot of gay |

L new clothes and has polished up his pepar- 1 third boat, ¢

tee,

He

‘As

| cant
'in

ey with stupidity in issuing a license.
the license indicated that the appli-
1 was 88, Mr. Sculley put the matter
the hn--ln of the pulice. The widow

cause he sald he was an intimate friend | was questi ul]ul] and u,uluued
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